The Royal St George’s
Society of Halifax
Message from the Top
Since being invited to join The Royal St. George’s Society
June and I have encouraged a large number of new
members to join. Our Relocation business means we make
personal contact with many people in the process of
emigrating to Nova Scotia. Be assured that we take every
opportunity to explain the benefits of membership and
encourage active participation. This Newsletter is brought to
you by the selfless work of Ange Phillips who dedicates a
huge amount of time and effort into making sure our
members are connected. Other new members give up their
time to organise events and to attend and record the
workings of the Executive. Other members adopt a passive
role but are nevertheless supporting our Society by their
dues and attendance at organised events.
At the last Executive meeting each officer promised to make
an effort to enrol at least one new member. I would like to
extend this initiative to the general membership. Is there
someone you know who would like to join us? To make the
process easier the new website has gone live and there is a
down loadable PDF membership document to use (see
details in this newsletter). For those of you that are not
comfortable with this technology, membership forms can be
supplied by any member of the Executive.
You can tell prospective
members to go to our website
www.royalstgeorgessocietyhalifax.org

to explain the aims and benefits
of joining or you can speak from
your own experience. I
encourage you to help The Royal
St. George’s Society grow and
thrive so that we may progress
our mandate. We have a
valuable resource in the older
members of the society, many of
whom have previously served on
the executive or put many hours of service into diverse
areas of the life of the Society. They have given their time to
keep the Society going up to date. Now we can build on that
strong foundation to move the Society forward to a vigorous
future. To paraphrase Kitchener: "Your Society Needs You!
You!"
Mark Spindloe
Vice President

30th September 2008
Forthcoming Events
Tuesday 14th October
Pub Night, Henry House, 1222 Barrington
Street, Halifax, B3J 1Y4
Some of the members requested that we
organise a “pub night” at the Henry House in
Halifax. After speaking to Bill Alsop we have
agreed that an informal evening for members to
meet in a social atmosphere and enjoy good food
and drink will take place on 14th of October from
7p.m. Bill will arrange to reserve some tables
for the early evening and provide a choice of 3
main meals for $15 per head – starters, desserts
and drinks are extra. If you wish to attend you
will need to let Jeff know by Sunday 12th
October (902) 404 4220 or
jeffphillips@eastlink.ca.
Wednesday 5th November
Guy Fawkes Night,
Night, Williamswood
$15 per adult – children free – to cover Bonfire,
Fireworks and Light Supper served with hot
chocolate and spiced cider. Best Guy Fawkes
Competition for the children (bring your guy
with you for judging). Obviously this is an
outdoor event so please wrap up warmly.
Transport by prior arrangement from Mumford
B&B. RSVP Jeff (902) 404 – 4220 or
jeffphillips@eastlink.ca by 31/10/08 confirming
number attending and if transport is required.
Saturday 29th November
St Andrew’s
Andrew’s Night with the Scot’s Society
We have received an invitation to join the
Scot’s Society at their Annual St Andrew’s
Day celebrations. A discount on the normal
price of tickets is available. If anyone is
interested please contact Richard Grant, of the
Scot’s Society, for more details: email
rrg@eastlink.ca or ring him on 479-3735.
Other events to be arranged include Christmas
Carol Service, Christmas Party (to include
children), Last Night at the Proms theatre trip.

Royal Saint George’s BBQ a Great Success!
This year our annual BBQ was spectacular in many ways. It was the first time that children have participated
in our tradition event; it combined a wonderful mixture of senior members with a host of
new bright younger people. It took place in a venue brightly festooned with St George’s flags and emblems at
our home near St Mary’s University.
The weather relented and we enjoyed a warm sunny afternoon whilst British Bangers and Hamburgers and
buns were expertly cooked and prepared by Jeff Phillips and his team, John and Mike. Salads and dips were
served. A special cake was cut by the president, Brian Penney, assisted by Lauren Cousins.
A large tent served as an attractive spot where donated books were for sale, I spotted a Margaret Attwood
and a nice illustrated book famous British Personalities., thanks to Pat for manning the stall all afternoon.
Another tent was set up for protection from rain. It was a good spot to have a chat
and enjoy the fare. It was a happy festive scene.

Many door prizes were raffled and were enthusiastically received I was the lucky winner of several, including
special soap and candles as well as a SUPER DRAGON ‘S head
which I put it on my hand and opened it’s mouth to reveal a monster
tooth ready to tear it’s victim apart!
Our president Brian Penney and his wife Pamela welcomed everyone
and participated enthusiastically in the fun. He had just returned
from England, you could spot him in his baseball cap.
Mark Spindloe was our MC and kept proceedings moving whilst June and her
team worked tirelessly to prepare and present this memorable afternoon.
It was a joy to see the children join in the fun. June Spindloe presented
Sonia and me with large bouquet of flowers for acting as hosts.
Yes! This BBQ was one of the
best ever. It brought together
people of all ages from many parts
of England and Canada, many different backgrounds, and different
ages, in the spirit of good fellowship. Best of all it provided
opportunity for new and prospective immigrants to discuss and
solve the numerous problems involved in integrating into a new life
in Canada. See the website for lots more photos of the day.
It’s an event I won‘t forget.
Thanks and good luck to all!
Basil Grogono

Historian’s Corner – Basil’s
Basil’s Blog

Spotlight a member

Here is a Statue of St George and the Dragon in St George’s
Chapel Windsor Castle from a post card bought by my son
Matthew who was on a visit to the Royal Palace from
Canada’s Northwest Territory.

When Basil invited June and Mark
Spindloe to join the Society with a
view to increasing the membership and
helping to create a vibrant
organisation I’m not sure that he knew
they would take his words so much to
heart that they are now recruiting
babies! Seriously though I hope you’ll
join me in welcoming our newest
member William Place.

It is a truly remarkable
emblem of our society I
have no further detail’s
of this sculpture but the
story of the association of
St George with the British
Monarchy is well
documented. Space in
the newsletter is at a
premium so I’ve included
a lot of the detail in the
article I’ve written for the
Historian’s Corner on our
new website. You will
also find information and
photos of our recent visit
to the aviation museum there along with details of how the
Society has made a donation to the refurbishment of the
museum. If you would like to read more about this and
don’t have access to the internet contact Ange Phillips,
(902) 404 4220, who will arrange for a hard copy to be
sent to you.

Website Launch
The new Royal St. George’s Society of Halifax website has
recently been launched and can be found at:
www.royalstgeorgessocietyhalifax.org
The site is still a work in progress so some of the content may
be missing initially but we’ll add everything as quickly as we
can. We hope to include information that you will find
interesting, including Basil’s Blog and a gallery section to
include more of our events photos. We have taken the liberty
of assuming you will all agree to your photos appearing on the
site, if however this is not the case and you wish a particular
image to be withdrawn please contact Ange Phillips with
details so that this can be arranged.
The site is very easy to navigate but should anyone need any
help contact June Spindloe or Ange Phillips.

William Edward Sidney Place arrived
at 21:00 on the 12th August 2008 at
Yarmouth hospital, weighing in at 8lb
14.5oz. William hopes to play Rugby,
Cricket or Football for England!
William’s proud parents are Rob and
Janice Place. Rob has recently been
busy redesigning our website. Born
and raised in Southampton, England, he
is a graduate of Lancaster
University where he studied Computer
Science. He is the owner of Mumford
Connect Web Design
http://mumfordconnect.com specializing
in Web Applications and Web Site
Design Rob would be happy to help
with your web solutions.
Other new members who joined us this
summer include David Youd and Jan
Boswell and Phil and Sheryll Southern.

We are trying to make every effort to get information out to you as quickly as possible. In an
an effort to increase
efficiency and reduce costs we would like to send this newsletter via email to as many members as possible. If you
have received this newsletter via snail mail i.e. through normal post, but have regular access to an email account,
either
either yours or another family members, please help us by passing your contact details on to
angephillips@eastlink.ca – thank you.

